


January 16, 1958 
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Mr. William B. McKesson. 
District Attorney 

Los Angeles County 

1002 Jergins Trust Building 
Long Beach 2, California 


Dear Mr. McKesson: 


Your letter of January 2, 19538, signed by Mr. Lynn D. 
Compton, has been received, and your. thoughtfulness in informing 
us. of the results of the. prosecution against Charles Evan Turville 
is appreciated. 
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It is certainly encouraging to receive letters such 
as sy and I am pleased to have your generous comments concerning . 
the work of my associates whom you mentioned. You may be sure 
they will be grateful for your good words, and I am apprising them =, 
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of the contents of your communication. Do not hesitate to let us know =, 
werever our ne is. needed in the future. cp o’ 
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J 7 COIS. ~ New York, with six copies of incoming i" | 
cc - Special. Agent P. Rene Bidez, with copy of incoming Room 7125 









yw CC. -Personnel file of. Special Agent: Paul. Luther, with copy of incoming 
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Bama «Cc ~= Personnel file of Special Agenti id y of incóming 
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Ta e ce = Personnel file of Special Agent Maurice A. Kelliher, with copy of incor“ 
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-the victim's blood on the trousers of the suspect. 


| The agents from the New York office who effected the appre- 
| hension and performed this excellent piece of work are Special 
[agents[ Maurice Kelliher,[ = | Howarà 
: LaDuke, and Ray ns. 
On August 30, I arrived in New York City to handle the 
extradition of suspect Turville and was met at the airport by 
Special Agents LaDuke and[ _sjand was accorded the finest of 
cooperation and assistance by these men, 


Subsequently, Special agents|__} Keliiher,| ra 
and McCardle all appeared in the Superior Court of Los Angeles 
and testified. Their testimony was given in the finest manner, 
completely accurate and forthright, and they displayed an amaz- 
{ine ability to narrate times and details and conveyed to the 
jury a picture of the very finest kind of treatment which was 
accorded the defendant while in the custody of Federal agents. 


The defendant, by way of a desperate attempt to escape his 
just punishment, saw fit to make very vicious and scurrilous 
attacks upon the agents.’ These attacks and allegations were com- 
pletely disproved, The jury completely rejected all.of.the 
defendant's testimony concerning the allegations against the 
agents, The trial judge expressed a. complete disbelief of any 
derogatory allegations leveled at the agents, and the ultimate 
|[veratet in the case expressed a complete confidence in the integ- 
rity and honesty of the above-mentioned agents. 


in closing, I would like to thank you and your organization 
for the cooperation afforded us, and to especially commend to 
your attention the agents which I have herein mentioned, and 
state that any time this office can be of any service to you or 
your organization, feel free to call upon us, 
Very truly yours, 


` WILLIAM BXMcKESSON 


District Attorney j 


(‘wy 4 LYNN D YCOMPTON 
Deputy District Attorney 
a a a a te 
LDC:ad | 


ce: Maurice Kelliher, Special Agent 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


P Washington, D. C. P 
i £ 
, Dear Sir: gee) 
p - As you well know, too often work performed in the law 
enforcement field is taken for granted or overlooked, and fdr 
that redson I am writing you this letter to commend certain’ of 
your ' agents “for their work in a case which I recently tried 


and which resulted in the conviction of one CHARLES EVAN 
TURVILLE for. first degree murder, 


| The successful prosecution in this case was the end 
| product, of one of the best pieces of police work and one of the 





best examples of cooperation between law enforcement agencies Sy 
that I have ever had the pusvetece of observing. Ny ' 
= , 

On the morning of August 27, 1957, the body of a prominent 


attorney was found in his office, obviously the victim of a N 
robbery murder, Through some very diligent work on the part o 
the Los Angeles Police Department, the identity of one of the r 
suspects was uncovered. Through the excellent cooperation“ of | 
Special Agent Paul Luther of the Los Angeles Office of the FBI, 
an Uniawful Flight Warrant was obtained and information _coric 
ing the suspect was relayed to the Boston office. The Boston 
office checked out certain relatives of the suspect who were 
living in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and there developed a led = 
to the effect that an additional relative was living in Brookl 
New York. This information was immediately transmitted to the 
New York office, and a group of agents, under the supervision 4 
|: Special Agent John McCardie, proceeded to the location in 
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Brooklyn, effected the apprehension of the suspect, recovered 
stolen property which was in his possession, as well as the 
clothing which he was wearing at the time of the murder, and 
z through very excellent interrogation obtained a complete conf 
@ sion from this- suspects" as iwell as the name of his accomplice: 
The accomplice's name was immediately relayed back to the Los > .4 
g Angeles Police Department, who apprehended the accomplice; and 
4.  ‘by.the evening of August 29, just 48 hours after the’ commission 


_—  . of the murder, both perpetrators of the crime were in custody! 
and have since been c oaee edy RECORDED - 4] 5- De rd 3 


o The agents in ms York forwarded the Agthe or “tne ut 
ito the lab in Washington where an examination soa tan eh cide of cial ' 
Agent A Rene Bidez, which examination = 
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